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Description 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 [0001] This invention relates to a liquid preparation comprising an antimicrobial agent aqueous solution having im- 
proved light stability and a process for producing the same. 

BACKGROUND ART 

10 [0002] Sitafloxacin (name according to International Nonproprietary Names (INN)) is a compound having the chem- 
ical structure shown below that was granted a patent in Japan (Japanese Patent No. 271 4597). 



15 



20 




This compound exhibits very high antimicrobial activities and high safety and has been under study with expectation 
for application as an excellent quinolone synthetic antimicrobial agent. 

25 [0003] Sitafloxacin Is a promising antimicrobial agent having potent antimicrobial activities, especially In the treatment 
of serious infectious diseases. Therefore, it is desirable that sitafloxacin is available in a formulation suited to not only 
orally but also parenteralfy. The present inventors have researched into preparation of a liquid preparation comprising 
an aqueous sitafloxacin solution. It has turned out as a result that sitafloxacin in aqueous solution lacks stability to 
light. Specifically they have revealed that sitafloxacin In aqueous solution undergoes decomposition on being Irradiated 

30 with light, resulting in reductions of sitafloxacin content, pH, and light transmission. Formation of sitafloxacin related 
substances was also determined. Namely, it has been revealed that the light stability of an aqueous sitafloxacin solution 
needs to be improved in order to supply a liquid preparation comprising an aqueous sitafloxacin solution. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

35 

[0004] As a result of extensive investigations, the present inventors have found that sitafloxacin in aqueous solution 
is prevented from decomposing on irradiation in the presence of sodium chloride. They have ascertained that reductions 
in sitafloxacin content, pH and light transmission of an aqueous sitafloxacin solution and formation of related substances 
are suppressed in the presence of sodium chloride. The present invention has been reached to completion based on 
40 these findings. 

[0005] That is, the present invention relates to a (anitimicrobial) liquid preparation comprising an aqueous solution 
containing sitafloxacin and sodium chloride. 

[0006] Also, the present invention relates to a liquid preparation comprising an aqueous solution containing a com- 
pound represented by formula: 

45 



50 




55 

and sodium chloride. 

[0007] Further, the present invention relates to a liquid preparation comprising an aqueous solution containing (-)- 
7-[(7S)-7-amino-5-azasplro[2.4]heptan-5-yl] -8-chloro-6-fluoro-1-{(1 R,2S)-2-fiuoro-1-cyciopropyl]-1,4-dihydro-4-oxo - 
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3-quinolinecartx>xylic acid and sodium chloride. 

[0008] The present invention also relates to the following embodiments: 

the above-mentioned liquid preparation, wherein sodium chloride content is 0.01 to 10% by weight; 
5 the above-mentioned liquid preparation, wherein sodium chloride content is 0.01 to 5% by weight; 

the above-mentioned liquid preparation, wherein sodium chloride content is 0.05 to 3% by weight; 
the above-mentioned liquid preparation, wherein sodium chloride content is 0.50 to 1% by weight; 
the above-mentioned liquid preparation, wherein the pH of the aqueous solution is 3.5 to 4.5, and 
the above-mentioned liquid preparation, wherein the pH of the aqueous solution is 3.8 to 4.2. 

10 

[0009] The present invention further relates to the following processes for preparing of the above-mentioned liquid 
preparations: 

a process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

15 

(1 ) preparing an acidic aqueous solution having dissolved therein sitafloxacin or a hydrate thereof and sodium 
chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of the acidic aqueous solution; 

20 a process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1) preparing an acidic aqueous solution having dissolved therein a compound represented by formula: 




(2) adjusting the pH of the acidic aqueous solution; 



a process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

40 (1 ) preparing an acidic aqueous solution having dissolved therein (-)-7-[{7S)-7-amino-5-azaspiro[2.4]heptan- 

5-yl]-8<:hloro-6-fluoro-1-[(1R l 2S)-2-fluom-1-cyclopropyl]-1 l 4-dihydro-4-oxo-3-quinolinecarboxyli acid or a 
hydrate thereof and sodium chloride and 
(2) adjusting the pH of the acidic aqueous solution; 
the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, 

45 

wherein the acidic aqueous solution is a hydrochloric acidic aqueous solution; 
a process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1 ) preparing an aqueous solution having dissolved therein a sitafloxacin salt or a hydrate thereof and sodium 
50 chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of the aqueous solution; 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, 

wherein the sitafloxacin salt Is a hydrochloride, a nitrate, a benzenesulfonate, a methanesulfonate or a toluenesul- 
55 fonate; 

a process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1) preparing an aqueous solution having dissolved therein a salt of a compound represented by formula: 
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O 




COOH 



or a hydrate thereof and sodium chloride and 
(2) adjusting the pH of the aqueous solution; 
the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, 



wherein the salt of a compound represented by formula: 



O 




COOH 



is a hydrochloride, a nitrate, a benzenesulfonate, a methanesulfonate or atoluenesulfonate; 
a process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1 ) preparing an aqueous solution having dissolved therein a (-)-7-[(7S)-7-amino-5-azaspiro[2.4]heptan-5-yl]- 
8-chloro-6-fluoro-H(1 R,2S)-2-tluoro-1 -cyclopropyl]-1 ,4-dihydro-4-oxo-3-quinolinecarboxylic acid salt or a hy- 
drate thereof and sodium chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of the aqueous solution; 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, 

wherein the (-)-7-[(7S)-7-amino-5-a2asptro[2.4]heptan-5-yl]-8-cM 

1 ,4-dihydro-4-oxo-3-quinolinecarboxylic acid salt is a hydrochloride, a nitrate, a benzenesulfonate, a methanesulfonate 
or a toluenesulfonate; 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, wherein the step of adjusting the pH is carried out by 
addition of sodium hydroxide or an aqueous solution thereof; 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, wherein sodium chloride is present in an amount of 
0.01 to 5% by weight; 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, wherein sodium chloride is present in an amount of 
0.05 to 3% by weight; 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, wherein sodium chloride is present in an amount of 
0.50 to 1%by weight; 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, wherein the step of adjusting the pH is a step of 
adjusting to a pH of 3.5 to 4.5; and 

the above-mentioned process for preparing a liquid preparation, wherein the step of adjusting the pH is a step of 
adjusting to a pH of 3.8 to 4.2. 

[0010] Hereinafter, the present invention will be described in detail. 

[0011] A stable liquid sitafloxacin preparation according to the present invention is prepared according to, for exam- 
pie, the following procedure. 

[0012] Sitafloxacin (or its hydrate) is added to water for injection (hereinafter abbreviated as WFI), and sodium chlo- 
ride is added thereto. Hydrochloric acid is added to the solution, followed by stirring or a like operation to dissolve 
sitafloxacin (or its hydrate) and sodium chloride. The pH of the resulting acidic aqueous solution is adjusted by addition 
of sodium hydroxide or an aqueous solution thereof, and WHI is added to make a predetermined amount of a liquid 
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preparation. 

[0013] Sitafloxacin is registered as "sitafloxacin hydrate" according to JAN (Japanese Accepted Names), which is a 
3/2 hydrate free of addition of acid or base. The sitafloxacin as a raw material for preparing the liquid preparation of 
the invention includes not only the free hydrated compound but pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salts and 

s hydrates thereof. The pharmaceutically acceptable acid addition salts include inorganic acid salts, such as a hydro- 
chloride and a nitrate, and organic acid salts, such as a methanesulfonate, a benzenesulfonate and a toluenesulfonate. 
In using the salt, the liquid preparation of the invention can be prepared by dissolving the salt in water and adding 
sodium chloride thereto. The pH of the aqueous solution can be adjusted according to necessary. 
[0014] The aqueous solution thus prepared is sterilized and dispensed into containers. (Sterilization may follow dis- 

10 pensing.) 

[0015] The sitafloxacin concentration of the aqueous solution is not particularly limited and can be selected according 
to the purpose of use and the method of use within a range of solubility of sitafloxacin in water (or water at a particular 
pH). A suitable concentration ranges from 0.1 to 20 mg/ml. 

[0016] The sodium chloride content is usually selected from a range of 0.01 to 1 0% by weight. The liquid preparation 
75 comprising the aqueous sitafloxacin solution is characterized by containing sodium chloride by which the active ingre- 
dient, sitafloxacin, is stabilized against light. This light stabilizing effect of sodium chloride is observed even In a con- 
centration as low as 0 .0 1 % by weight. It has been confirmed that the light stabilizing effect Is enhanced with an Increase 
of the sodium chloride concentration. An enhanced effect is obtained at a sodium chloride concentration of 0.05% or 
higher, and the effect Is sustained at a further increased concentration. A particularly high stabilizing effect is obtained 
20 at a sodium chloride concontration of 0.1% or higher. 

[0017] Addition of hydrochloric acid Is for facilitating dissolution of free sitafloxacin because free sitafloxacin has poor 
water solubility around a neutral pH. Hydrochloric acid is usually added in excess within a range that is pharmaceutically 
acceptable and does not cause the active ingredient to decompose. Diluted hydrochloric acid, e.g., about 0.1 mol/l 
hydrochloric acid aqueous solution is used. The acid to be added is not limited to hydrochloric acid, and any other 
25 pharmaceutically acceptable acid that facilitates dissolution of sitafloxacin could be used. 

[0018] Sodium hydroxide or an aqueous solution thereof is added to adjust the pH of the acidic solution. It is con- 
venient for operation to use a diluted aqueous solution of sodium hydroxide, e.g., 0.1 mol/l aqueous sodium hydroxide, 
rather than to use sodium hydroxide in the form of solid or powder. Any base other than sodium hydroxide can be used 
as well for pH adjustment. 

30 [0019] It is the most convenient to use hydrochloric acid as an acid and sodium hydroxide as a base in combination. 
The solution is adjusted to a pH of 3.5 to 4.5, preferably 3.7 to 4.2, still preferably about 4. 

[0020] Further, the effect of the light stabilized preparation containing sodium chloride of the present invention is 
observed even at a higher pH. That Is, It has been confirmed that the formation of related substances due to irradiation 
or the reduction in pH are more suppressed even In a sodium chloride-containing aqueous solution adjusted to about 
35 pH 8 than the aqueous solutions without sodium chloride. Therefore, the pH of the liquid preparation containing sodium 
chloride in the present invention is not particularly limited to the above-mentioned ranges and the upper limit thereof 
may be approximately 8. 

[0021 ] In the final stage of the preparation of a liquid preparation, water is added to adjust to prescribed concentrations 
of the active ingredient and sodium chloride, which is a method commonly used in the art. Water as a solvent to be 
40 used for the preparation of a liquid preparation is not particularly limited as far as it is pharmaceutically acceptable, 
and WFi or its equivalence is used. 

[0022] The sodium chloride-containing sitafloxacin aqueous solution thus prepared can be packed in a container for 
a single dose or for multiple doses. The container includes ampules, vials, plastic bags, syringes, etc. 
[0023] Sterilization of the sitafloxacin preparations can be effected in a usual manner, for example, filtration or heating. 
45 Sterilization may be preceded or followed by packing into containers. If desired, the liquid preparation of the present 
invention can contain pharmaceutically acceptable additives, such as dissolving aids, buffering components, stabilizers, 
and the like. 

[0024] The liquid preparation of the present invention can be used as not only systemic administration such as in- 
jections and drops but also topical administration such as liquids for external use and sprays. 

50 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT INVENTION 

[0025] The present invention will be illustrated in greater detail with reference to the following Examples, but it is not 
Intended that the present Invention be limited thereto. 
55 [0026] The sitafloxacin used was prepared by the applicant, The hydrochloric acid, sodium hydroxide, sodium chlo- 
ride, and D-sorbitol were of JIS's guaranteed reagent grade. Water used was water for injection (WFI). 



5 



EP 1 277 471 A1 



1) Samples tested for light stability: 

[0027] To 160 ml of WFI were added 213.2 mg of sitafloxacin (active ingredient: 200 mg) and a varied amount of 
sodium chloride (0 mg for control, 20 mg, 1 00 mg, 200 mg, 1 g, 2 g, 4 g, 6 gorl 0 g) or, for comparison, 1 0 gof D-sorbitol. 
5 Further, 5 ml of 0.1 mol/l aqueous hydrochloric acid was slowly added, followed by stirring for 30 mintues to dissolve 
sitafloxacin and sodium chloride. The nine kinds of solution each was adjusted to pH 4.0 by addition of 0. 1 mol/l aqueous 
sodium hydroxide, and WFI was added to make 200 ml. Ten milliliter portions of the resulting aqueous solution were 
put into colorless ampules. 

10 2) Test method: 

a) Items and method for the evaluation of light stability 

[0028] 

15 

® pH: Measured with a pH meter (F-16, supplied by Hqriba, Ltd.). 

© Osmotic pressure: Measured with an osmometer (3C2, supplied by Advanced Instrument, Inc.). 
<D (Light) Transmission: A transmission at 430 nm was measured with a Beckman DU-640 spectrophotometer. 
<$) Retention: The content of sitafloxacin of the irradiated samples was determined as follows to calculate retention 
20 (%). 

[0029] A test solution was prepared by accurately measuring 2 ml of a sample, adding an accurately measured equal 
amount of an internal standard solution, adding a mobile phase to make 20 ml, and mixing a 5 ml aliquot of the resulting 
solution with the mobile phase to make 20 ml. 

25 [0030] A standard sitafloxacin solution was prepared by dissolving sitafloxacin for quantitative analysis (whose water 
content had been measured previously) precisely weighing about 0.1 g in the mobile phase to make a solution accu- 
rately measuring 1 00 ml, adding to an accurate 5 ml aliquot of the solution an accurately measured equal amount of 
the internal standard solution, adding the mobile phase to make 100 ml, and after thoroughly stirring, filtering the 
solution through a membrane filter. The test solution and the standard solution each measuring 10 u.l were subjected 

30 to liquid chromatography under the following conditions. Ratios of the peak areas of sitafloxacin of the test solution or 
the standard solution to the peak area of the internal standard, Q T and Q s , were obtained, and the sitafloxacin content 
was determined according to the following equation. 

55 Sitafloxacin (C ig H 18 ClF 2 N 3 0 3 ) content (% to nominal 

amount) = amount (mg) of sitafloxacin for quantitative 
analysis (on dry basis) x (Q T /Q S ) x (1/4) x (1/25) x 100 

40 

wherein; 

4: amount (mg) of sitafloxacin in 2 ml preparation 
1/25: dilution coefficient 
Internal standard solution: methanol solution of ethyl p-hydroxybenzoate (1->4000) 

45 

Conditions of chromatography: 
[0031] 

so Detector: UV absorption spectrophotometer (measuring wavelength: 254 nm) 

Column: STR ODS-H (4.6 mme x 150 mm),'available from Shimadzu Corp. 
Column temperature: constant at around 40° C 
Mobile phase: phosphate buffer (pH 2.4) /acetonitrile mixture (4:1) 
Flow rate: controlled so that the retention time of sitafloxacin may be about 13 minutes. 

55 

® Related substances: 

[0032] A standard solution was prepared by weighing 0.100 g of sitafloxacin for quantitative analysis (whose water 
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content had been measured previously), adding a mobilephase to accurately make 100 ml, and adding the mobile 
phase to an accurately measured aliquot (1 ml) of the solution to make 100 ml. 

[0033] A 10 ft) aliquot of a sample and the standard solution was subjected to liquid chromatography under the 
following conditions, and the peak areas of the respective solutions were calculated by automatic integration to obtain 
5 the total content of sitafioxacin related substances. 

Conditions of chromatography: 

[0034] 

10 

Detector: UV spectrophotometer (measuring wavelength: 295 nm) 
Column: STR ODS-II (4.6 mma x 250 mm), available from Shlmadzu Corp. 
Column temperature: constant at around 40°C 
Mobile phase: phosphate buffer (pH 2.4) /acetonitrile mixture (4:1) 
is Row rate: controlled so that the retention time of sitafioxacin may be about 20 minutes. 

3) Method for the evaluation of light stability of aqueous sitafioxacin solution: 

[0035] Each of the 1 mg/ml aqueous solutions of sitafioxacin was irradiated with light of a white fluorescent tube 
20 (2500 lux x 5 days: 300,000 lux-hr), and the same measurements as described above were repeated. 

4) Results and observations: 

a) Light stability of sitafioxacin in aqueous solution 

25 

[0036] The effects of varied sodium chloride concentrations on light stabilization of aqueous sitafioxacin solution (1 
mg/ml) are shown in Table 1 below. For comparison, the results of aqueous sitafioxacin solution containing 5% D- 
sorbitol in place of sodium chloride are also shown. 
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[0037] As Is understood from Table 1 , the aqueous sitafloxacin solutions without sodium chloride or containing D- 
sorbitol in place of sodium chloride undergo reductions in pH, transmission and sitafloxacin content and an increase 
of related substances when irradiated. 

[0038] However, it is apparent that addition of sodium chloride suppresses these unfavorable changes due to irra- 

5 diation, showing improvement on sitafloxacin stability against light. 

[0039] Also, sodium chloride proved effective even in as low a concentration as 0.01%, and its stabilizing effect 
increases with concentration. An increase of the stabilizing effect with concentration is noticeable up to a 0.5% con- 
centration. The stabilizing effect was similarly observed at sodium chloride concentrations higher than 0.5%. 
[0040] In addition, a liquid preparation containing sodium chloride was prepared using levofloxacin, and the sodium 

10 chloride-containing liquid preparation was compared with the preparation without sodium chloride with respect to in- 
fluences due to irradiation on levofloxacin. The levofloxacin used was prepared by the applicant. 

5) Preparation of levofloxacin samples tested for light stability: 

15 [0041] Levofloxacin and hydrochloric acid were added to about BOO ml of WFI and then dissolved completely. The 
sodium chloride-containing preparation was prepared in the same manner by mixing levofloxacin, sodium chloride and 
hydrochloric acid, followed by dissolving It. To each hydrochloric acid aqueous solution was added sodium hydroxide 
to adjust to pH 4.0. Thereafter, WFI was added thereto so as to adjust each concentration of levofloxacin (prescribed 
value: 2 mg/ml) and sodium chloride (prescribed value: 0.9%) to the prescribed values, thereby to make 1 liter. The 

20 resulting aqueous solutions were put into ampules and sealed, followed by steam-sterilizing. 

6) Method for the evaluation of light stability of aqueous levofloxacin solution: 

[0042] Each of the 2 mg/ml aqueous solutions of levofloxacin was irradiated with light of a white fluorescent tube 
25 (2500 lux x 10 days: 600,000 lux-hr), and the same measurements as described above were repeated. 

7) Results and observations: 

[0043] As Is understood from Table 2, it can be seen that the extents of reductions In pH and formation of related 
30 substances when irradiated are lower in the case of the sodium chloride-containing preparation. The results are shown 
in Table 2 below. That is, it is apparent that the effects of sodium chloride on light stabilization of an active ingredient 
in the liquid preparation containing sodium chloride is provided even if the active ingredient is levofloxacin and the 
stability of the active Ingredient against irradiation can be maintained. 

35 Table 2 



40 



Changes in pH 


Related Substances (totai %) 


NaCI 


initial 


irradiation 


Initial 


Irradiation 


present 


4.27 


3.94 


0.15 


2.45 [ 


absent 


4.39 


3.B1 


0.16 


3.94 



INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0044] It was confirmed that light stability of a liquid preparation comprising an aqueous sitafloxacin solution is im- 
proved in the presence of sodium chloride. The light stability increases with an increase of sodium chloride concen- 
tration up to about 0.1% by weight. With the sodium chloride content on or above this level, the liquid preparation 
sustains light stability. Therefore, the preparation of the present invention is useful as a liquid preparation. 



Claims 

1. A liquid preparation comprising an aqueous solution containing sitafloxacin and sodium chloride. 

2. A liquid preparation comprising an aqueous solution containing a compound represented by formula: 
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COOH 



and sodium chloride. 

3. A liquid preparation comprising an aqueous solution containing (-)-7-[(7S)-7-amlno-5-azasplro[2.4]heptan-5-yl]- 
8-chloro-6-fluoro-1-[(1 R,2S)-2-fluoro-1 -cyclop ropy l]-1 /^dihydro-4-oxo-3-quinolinecarboxylic acid and sodium 
chloride. 

4. The liquid preparation according to any one of cfalms 1 to 3, wherein sodium chloride is present In an amount of 
0.01 to 10% by weight. 

5. The liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein sodium chloride is present in an amount of 
0.01 to 5% by weight. 

6. The liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein sodium chloride is present in an amount of 
0.05 to 3% by weight. 

7. The liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein sodium chloride is present in an amount of 
0.50 to 1%by weight. 

8. The liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein said aqueous solution has a pH of 3.5 to 4.5. 

9. The liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein said aqueous solution has a pH of 3.8 to 4.2. 

10. A process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1 ) preparing an acidic aqueous solution having dissolved therein sitafloxacin or a hydrate thereof and sodium 
chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of said acidic aqueous solution. 

1 1 . A process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1 ) preparing an acidic aqueous solution having dissolved therein a compound represented by formula: 



or a hydrate thereof and sodium chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of said acidic aqueous solution. 

12. A process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1) preparing an acidic aqueous solution having dissolved therein (-)-7-[(7S)-7-amino-5-azasplro[2.4]heptan- 
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5-yl]-8<:hloro-6-fluoro-1-[(1R,2S)^ acid or a 

hydrate thereof and sodium chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of said acidic aqueous solution. 

1 3. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according lo any one of claims 1 0 to 1 2, wherein said acidic aqueous 
solution is a hydrochloric acidic aqueous solution. 

14. A process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1 ) preparing an aqueous solution having dissolved therein a sitafloxacin salt or a hydrate thereof and sodium 
chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of said aqueous solution. 

15. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to claim 14, wherein said sitafloxacin salt is a hydrochlo- 
ride, a nitrate, a benzenesulfonate, a methanesulfonate or a toluenesulfonate. 

16. A process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1) preparing an aqueous solution having dissolved therein a salt of a compound represented by formula: 




H 2 N 



or a hydrate thereof and sodium chloride and 
(2) adjusting the pH of said aqueous solution. 

17. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to claim 16, wherein said salt of a compound represented 
by formula: 



O 




COOH 



is a hydrochloride, a nitrate, a benzenesulfonate, a methanesulfonate or a toluenesulfonate. 

18. A process for preparing a liquid preparation comprising the steps of: 

(1) preparing an aqueous solution having dissolved therein a (-)-7-[(7S)-7-amino-5-azaspirol2.4]heptan-5-ylJ- 
8-chloro-6-fluoro-1 -[(1 R,2S)-2-fluoro-1 -cyciopropyl]-1 ,4-dihydro-4-oxo-3-quino!inecarboxylic acid salt or a hy- 
drate thereof and sodium chloride and 

(2) adjusting the pH of said aqueous solution. 

19. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to claim 18, wherein said (-)-7-[(7S)-7-amino-5-azaspiro 
[2.4]heptan-5-yl]-8-chloro-6-f!uoro-1-K^ 
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id salt is a hydrochloride, a nitrate, a benzenesutfonate, a methanesulfonate or a toluenesulfonate. 

20. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 0 to 1 9, wherein said step of adjusting 
the pH is carried out by addition of sodium hydroxide or an aqueous solution thereof. 

5 

21. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to any one of claims 10 to 20, wherein sodium chloride 
Is present in an amount of 0.01 to 10% by weight. 

22. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to any one of claims 10 to 20, wherein sodium chloride 
10 is present in an amount of 0.01 to 5% by weight. 

23. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to any one of claims 10 to 20, wherein sodium chloride 
Is present In an amount of 0.05 to 3% by weight. 

is 24. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to any one of claims 10 to 20, wherein sodium chloride 
is present in an amount of 0.50 to 1% by weight. 

25. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 0 to 24, wherein said step of adjusting 
the pH is a step of adjusting to a pH of 3.5 to 4.5. 

20 

26. The process for preparing a liquid preparation according to any one of claims 1 0 to 24, wherein said step of adjusting 
the pH is a step of adjusting to a pH of 3.8 to 4.2. 

25 
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